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Activity Reports　—活動報告—

Nao Otomo Program-Specific Assistant Professor to “Consortium for International Human Resource 
 Development for Disaster-Resilient Countries”, Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University

大友　有 京都大学工学研究科　強靭な国づくりを担う国際人育成のための中核拠点　特定助教

　今年で 5 年目を迎えた大学の世界展開力強化事業「強
靭な国づくりを担う国際人育成のための中核拠点の形
成－災害復興の経験を踏まえて－」における学生相互
交流が，8，9 月に京都大学およびタイ・カセサート大
学で行われました。交流プログラムは，8 月に京都で，
9 月にタイで，それぞれ約 1 か月間の集中講義のかたち
で行われ，今年度はこれまでで最も多くの学生が参加
しました。海外からは，ASEAN 連携大学＜ AIT，チュ
ラロンコン大学，カセサート大学（タイ），バンドン工
科大学（インドネシア），ベトナム国家大学ハノイ（ベ
トナム）＞から参加した 15 名に加え，京都での集中講
義 2 科目に国立成功大学（台湾）から 4 名，同じく集
中講義 1 科目にブラヴィジャヤ大学（インドネシア）
から 3 名，アディスアベバ科学技術大学（エチオピア）
から 2 名の学生が参加し（計 5 か国 24 名），日本からは，
京都大学の 15 名のほか，今年度から新たに関西大学か
ら 4 名の学生が加わり，あわせて 6 か国，最大 43 名の
学生が協働教育プログラムに基づく学生交流に参加し
ました。参加した学生の国籍は 7 か国にわたり，いっ
そう多様な学生相互交流が実現しました。
　8 月 2 日に来日した各国の学生は，関西大学，京大の
学生と共に，2 つの集中講義「安寧の都市のための災害・
健康リスクマネジメント」（MS1）と「強靱な国づくり
のためのエンジニアリングセミナー 3」（ES3）を受講し
ました。さらにタイでは，ASEAN 連携大学の学生と関
西大学，京大の学生たちが，9 月 2 日にカセサート大学
で開催されたオリエンテーションで再び合流し，その後，
約 1 か月にわたり ASEAN 各国における地震・地滑り・
津波・洪水などの被害とその復興に関するエンジニアリ
ング（AES1, AES2）についての講義を受けました。
　全ての科目で座学以外に ORT にも力をいれており，
日本では京都東山エリア，神戸，広島，淡路島，大阪
を視察し，またタイでは，シンブリ，アユタヤを訪れ
ました。現地での災害復興・復旧への取り組みを目の
あたりにした学生たちは，多くのことを感じ取ってい
たようです。
　このように，我々の取組の一つの大きな特徴は，出
身国や専門分野が異なる学生たちが，約 2 ヶ月にわた
り寝食を共にしながら，災害復興・復旧に関する実践
的な知識を身につける点にあります。今年度参加した
学生も，通常の講義や短期の海外渡航などでは身につ
けることの出来ない，貴重な経験をしたことと思いま
す。また，この交流プログラムで芽生えた友情を今後
も持続発展させていくことを期待しています。
　各講義をご担当頂いた先生方，ならびに ORT にご協
力頂いた関係の方々に深く感謝いたします。引き続き，
みなさまのご支援・ご協力のほど宜しくお願いいたし
ます。

As part of Kyoto University’s Re-Inventing Japan 
Project, “Consortium for International Human Resource 
Development for Disaster-Resilient Countries – Based on 
the Experiences of Disaster Recovery,” this year, which 
marked the project’s fifth year, a student-exchange program 
was held at Kyoto University and at Kasetsart University 
of Thailand in August and September. This year’s program 
consisted of two month long intensive lectures held in 
Kyoto in August and in Thailand in September, with the 
largest number of students participating in the five-year 

history of the program. Participants from overseas included 24 students from five 
countries: 15 students from the ASEAN Alliance Universities (Asian Institute of 
Technology, Chulalongkorn University, and Kasetsart University of Thailand, 
Institut Teknologi Bandung of Indonesia, and Vietnam National University, Hanoi 
of Vietnam), in addition to four students from National Cheng Kung University of 
Taiwan attending two lectures in Kyoto; as well as three students from Brawijaya 
University of Indonesia and two students from the Addis Ababa Science and 
Technology University of Ethiopia attending one lecture. With participants from 
Japan including 15 students from Kyoto University and four students from the 
newly participating Kansai University, a total of 43 students from six countries 
and of seven nationalities took part in the student-exchange program, held as a 
part of the collaborative-educational program, bringing about even richer and 
more diversified exchanges.

Students from overseas arrived in Japan on August 2nd to attend two intensive 
lectures, “Disaster and Health Risk Management for Liveable Cities” (MS1) and 
“Disaster and Environmental Risk Management” (ES3), together with students 
from Kansai University and Kyoto University. Then, in Thailand, students from 
the ASEAN Alliance Universities, Kansai University and Kyoto University joined 
together once again for an orientation held at Kasetsart University on September 
2nd, following which they attended a month long series of lectures (AES1 & AES2) 
on damage caused by earthquakes, landslides, tsunami and floods in ASEAN 
countries, as well as on the engineering involved in recovery from such damage.

All lectures emphasized ORT in addition to classroom lectures, featuring visits 
to the Higashiyama area in Kyoto, Kobe, Hiroshima, Awaji Island and Osaka in 
Japan, as well as to Sing Buri and Ayutthaya in Thailand. Students learned a lot 
from seeing firsthand on site the efforts being undertaken for disaster recovery 
and restoration.

As seen from the above, one of the strong features of our program is that it 
enables students from different countries with various backgrounds to gain 
practical knowledge on disaster recovery/restoration through nearly two months 
of living under the same roof. We believe that the students who participated in this 
year’s program gained valuable experiences that could not have been expected 
from standard lectures nor through short overseas visits. We also hope that the 
friendships built through this program will continue to evolve over the years to 
come.

We are most grateful to the teaching staff for giving lectures, as well as to those 
who assisted with the ORTs. We sincerely hope for your continued support and 
assistance for the program.

Report on the Student Exchange Program in Academic Year 2015
2015 年度学生相互交流プログラム

Orientation for DRC course in Kyoto University on August 3, 2015.
DRCコースオリエンテーション（8月3日，京都大学）

Orientation for DRC course in Kasetsart University on September 2, 2015.
DRCコースオリエンテーション（9月2日，タイ・カセサート大学）
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Reports on the Intensive Lectures in August and September, 2015
2015 年度 8 月・9 月集中講義実施報告

Four years have passed since we started 
the intensive lecture course entitled “Disaster 
and Health Risk Management for Liveable 
City”. For the first three years, the course was 
supported by the Educational Unit for Liveable 
Cities, a joint initiative between Kyoto 
University’s Graduate School of Engineering 
and Graduate School of Medicine. The unit was 
concerned with the creation of Urban Health 
Science, a new field of academic endeavor 

integrating health, medicine, and urban engineering. However, as 
the unit successfully fulfilled and completed its mission last year, we 
have started a new course under the same framework.

Asian countries are under constant threat from various types of 
natural disasters, and the countries are sometimes very vulnerable 
to natural disaster and health risks. The interdisciplinary approach 
of engineering and medical science is indispensable for developing 
disaster-resilient countries and maintaining cities’ resources. Our 
MS1 course deals with selected topics on emergency medical 
services, urban search and rescue, reconstruction and rehabilitation 
policies, damage from the Tohoku earthquake, human casualty, the 
social impacts of disasters, amenity design for liveable cities, and 
transportation management and logistics during disasters.

The MS1 course was conducted from 3–15 August. The first two 
days were allocated to field trips. On the first day, we visited the 
Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution (DRI) and the 
Hanshin Expressway Earthquake Museum. The DRI offers programs 
where visitors can learn about the effects of the Great Hanshin-Awaji 
Earthquake of 1995 and the lessons that should be shared with younger 
generations. The museum offers exhibitions of damaged structures 
for future generations to experience and learn from the earthquake. 
The second day was a visit to the Higashiyama Ward Office in Kyoto. 
Higashiyama Ward has taken various countermeasures for disaster 
mitigation. These measures include the installation of water storage 

tanks and public hydrants, etc. as part of the fire prevention system 
that was constructed from 2006 to 2010 in the Kiyomizu and Yasaka 
areas. According to the staff from the Higashiyama Ward Office, 
our students participated in learning how to use hydrants and gained 
valuable experiences.

The remaining days of the course consisted of classroom lectures. 
The students were seriously working on the lecture and were tasked 
with completing several reports. The majority of the students also 
attained high results in the examination.

At the Kiyomizu Temple, Kyoto Prefecture

Report on the Lecture “Disaster and Health Risk Management for Liveable City”
Junji Kiyono Professor, Graduate School of Global Environmental Study, Kyoto University

Group work (Kyoto University)

Students listening to an explanation 
of damaged structure in the material 
depository of the Hanshin Expressway.

The Disaster-Resilient Countries (DRC) 
intensive course on disaster and environmental 
risk management (ES3) took place from August 
16 to 24, 2015. The course was designed to 
provide knowledge and experience on water-
related disasters and environmental issues. It was 
comprised of nine classroom lectures, an overall 
discussion class, and a three-day field trip.

On the first day of the field trip, the students 
visited the area of the Hiroshima debris flow disaster, which occurred 
in 2014. After lunch, the students visited the Asaminami-ku Yagi-
sanchome area, where the highest number of deaths from the debris 
flow was recorded. Among the topics explained by Associate 
Professor Takebayashi were the geological conditions of the valley, 
the temporal change in the characteristics of the precipitation during 
the disaster, the speed of the debris flow, and the effect of houses on 
the horizontal distribution of the debris flow in the residential areas. 
After visiting the Asaminami-ku Yagi-sanchome area, the students 
visited the Asakita-ku Kabehigashi area. The Kabehigashi area was 
damaged by debris flow that was composed of fine granite and which 
spread to the residential areas. Debris flows occurred twice from 
different valleys and a rescue crew lost his life in the second debris 
flow. Students also visited the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park to 
learn about the damage of atomic bomb that was used in 1945. The 
Japanese students explained to the foreign students in English about 
the history of the memorial monuments, such as the Hiroshima Peace 
Memorial and the Memorial Cenotaph.

On the second day of the field trip, the students visited the Hokudan 
Earthquake Memorial Park at Awaji Island in Hyogo. Professor Hori 
and Associate Professor Yokomatsu explained about the extent of the 
damage and students learned about the Great Hanshin Earthquake.

On the third day of the field trip, students visited the Tsunami/
Storm Surge Disaster Prevention Station in Osaka. Associate 
Professor Mori explained about the characteristics of tsunamis and 

storm surges. The Tsunami/Storm Surge Disaster Prevention Station 
has many facilities (e.g., for overcoming disasters, implementing 
reliable countermeasures against tidal surges, and tidal surge 
protection facilities) and the students could look at, listen to, and 
experience them. The students enjoyed learning about the past and 
future situation of coastal disasters in Osaka.

The field trip came to a close with a visit to the Aigawa Dam 
construction site, where students learned about the purpose and 
functions of the dam reservoir in controlling flooding, and also about 
the construction process of the rock-fill dam structure.

Through the field trip, ES3 course students had the chance to gain 
practical experience related to disaster risks.

Report on the field study of the lecture on “Disaster and Environmental Risk Management”
Hiroshi Takebayashi Associate Professor, Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto University

At the Asaminami-ku Yagi-sanchome 
area, Hiroshima Prefecture

At the Tsunami/Storm Surge Disaster 
Prevention Station, Osaka Prefecture

At the Hokudan Earthquake Memorial 
Park at Awaji Island, Hyogo Prefecture

At the Aigawa Dam construction 
site, Osaka Prefecture
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I was so pleased to give a lecture on “Tsunami Disaster and Mitigation” in the AES-1 course on 7 September 2015. There were 
34 students in my class. The class comprised a 3 hour lecture in the morning and an exercise in the afternoon. The lecture covered 
the contents on 1) tsunami mechanism, 2) tsunami modelling, 3) tsunami hazard, 4) tsunami risk assessment, 5) early warning 
system, and 6) the effect on structures. After the morning class, the students were given the exercise to study soft measures and 
hard measures in various countries which were used to mitigate the damage caused by tsunamis. On 21 September 2015, we got 
an opportunity to visit Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early Warning System for Africa and Asia (RIMES). Ms. Lolita and 
staffs at RIMES kindly arranged the lecture and demonstration with the contents covering 1) RIMES overview, 2) early warning 
for disaster mitigation and management, 3) Earthquake monitoring, 4) Tsunami warning system (PRECISE, INSPIRE, GPGPU 
system, ESCAPE), 5) Generation of climate information at different time scales and decision support systems for application, 6) 
Flash flood and 10-day flood forecasting, 7) Seasonal climate outlook. In the technical visit, there were some professors in water 

resource engineering from Chulalongkorn University (Dr. Piyatida and Dr. Supattra) accompanying the group. The students learns the techniques in 
monitoring, assessing, mitigating various kind of disasters in the technical visit. Based on the classroom lecture, exercise, and technical visit, I wish that 
students could capture the importance of disaster awareness and preparedness, as well as the application of science and technology to crop with disasters.

Report on the Lecture of AES1
Anat Ruangrassamee Assistant Professor, Faculty of Engineering, Chulalongkorn University

This year, I had a good opportunity to give a lecture in the AES2 subject for DRC students at Kasetsart University, Thailand. 
The part that I participated in was related to the coastal erosion problem, which is one of the most important disaster issues in 
Thailand. I started my class with the background knowledge of wave, current and sediment transport, which are the sources of 
shoreline and beach topography change. After that, I explained the case study of coastal erosion in the Upper Gulf of Thailand, 
in particularly near the Chao Phraya River Mouth. This location has been adequately studied, and many structural measures 
have been constructed in the last 30 years. Even so, there were times that beach erosion and property damage still occurred. The 
video clip of the coastal erosion problem in this area was presented in the class. Then, I briefly discussed the concept of coastal 
protection by using structural and non-structural measures, and gave examples of the measures that have been used in this area. 

In the afternoon session, I divided the students into 7 groups and asked them to suggest methods to mitigate erosion problems 
near the Chao Phraya River Mouth. I gave the students around 30 minutes to discuss and to prepare for a 7-minute presentation of 

the ideas that their group would come up with. The students were very active and had a fruitful discussion during the preparation period. Many interesting 
ideas of mitigating the erosion problem came out from many groups. Not only the traditional measures but also the new innovative methods, which I taught 
them, were debated on during their discussions and included in their group presentations. In addition, the students had put their efforts to explain the reasons 
to support their ideas. This made me very grateful for the chance to have given this lecture. If given the opportunity, I would be willing to give a lecture for 
DRC program again next year. 

Report on the Lecture of AES2
Anurak Sriariyawat Lecturer, Faculty of Engineering, Chulalongkorn University

This is the report on the study trip of AES1 and AES2 in Thailand. 
The trips provided ideal opportunities for the participating students 
to obtain knowledge from professionals while observing actual 
situation in outdoor field.
(1) Visit to the areas devastated by flood
 Date: September 19-20, 2015
 Visiting Sites: Bang Chom Sri Regulator, Sing Buri Province
  Bangban Natural Water Operation and Maintenance 

Project, Monkey Cheek Area and Bang Pa-in 

Industrial Estate, Pranakhon Si Ayutthaya Province
 Lecturer: Dr. Anurak Sriariyawat, Chulalongkorn University

(2)  Visit to the office of Department of Drainage and Sewerage, 
Flood Control Center of Bangkok Metropolitan Administration 
and RIMES

 Date: September 21, 2015
 Lecturers:  Dr. Piyatida Ruangrasamee, Dr. Anat Ruangrasamee, 

and Dr. Supattra Visessri, Chulalongkorn University

Report on the Study Trips of AES1 & AES2 
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At the Bang Chom Sri Regulator, 
Sing Buri Province
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Joining the summer course program in DRC is one of the greatest experiences in my life. It's the first time that I have 
participated in an international event such as this. I am very pleased and proud having the opportunity to learn at Kyoto 
University because I know that this university is one of the best universities in Japan. During the program, I got useful 
knowledge and information through the lessons and new materials, which can help me in my study of Urban and Regional 
Planning. The learning system was very fun, interactive, and clear; all of the lectures provided good explanations very 
relevant materials. My day to day experience has been very pleasant too. Friends and teachers in the DRC are very 
friendly, kind and helpful. Once again, I want to say that I am very grateful and lucky because I can be part a of this 
program. Thank you very much to all DRC members. If it is possible, I would like to join this summer course program 
every year.

Winda Amelia Novitasari Faculty of Engineering, Brawijaya University

At the Asaminami-ku Yagi-sanchome 
area, Hiroshima Prefecture

At the Hokudan Earthquake Memorial 
Park at Awaji Island, Hyogo Prefecture

At the Tsunami/Storm Surge Disaster 
Prevention Station, Osaka Prefecture

At the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, 
Hiroshima Prefecture

Voices of the Students attending DRC Course 2015　— DRC コース履修生の声 —

The DRC program has made me realize important facts and issues on pre-mitigation and post mitigation of disasters. I 
have understood that minimizing damages disasters cause will make the recovery of the affected areas faster. 

The water system for fire protection around kiyomizu area is an impressive technique, and I really admire it. As I 
understood from the class lecture and from statistics, the value of well-trained rescue units and organized teams can 
significantly reduce effects of disasters. After I participated in the DRC program, I have written a report about the program 
to my university. Hopefully the university will consider helping to mitigate disasters in Ethiopia and in other parts of 
Africa where disaster mitigation is of huge importance.

Besides the program, I had the chance to visit Japan and historical places of Kyoto city. One of those that I have seen 
is the golden house, which is an impressive golden temple. The experience I had with the people of Kyoto city, lectures 

and students of DRC 2015 was more than what I had expected. I will remember their kindness and hospitality as an unforgettable and well-
cherished memory.

Kahsay Legese Weldegerima School of Engineering, Addis Ababa Science and Technology University

I’m Huang and I come from National Cheng Kung University, Taiwan. First, I want to thank the DRC program for 
giving me and the Taiwanese students a chance to join this program with other students from Japan and from ASEAN. 
During this program, we learned different measures to manage and control the effects of disasters through knowledge and 
experience sharing with other countries. In the lectures, we learned how to “Estimate, Mitigate, Manage” big problems that 
follow when disasters come. Through “Team Work”, we discussed different situations in Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia, 
Pakistan and Japan, and then we came to conclude that policies depend on context and culture. There was also a “Field 
Trip”, which was my favorite part. To be honest, I don’t really like sitting in the class for long hours. I believe we can also 
learn a lot - by getting out and experiencing the real world. In this field trip, we visited Kyoto and experienced Japanese 
culture. I’m really grateful to be a part of this insightful program held in Kyoto University and thankful to the teachers 

who delivered impressive lectures and to the Japanese students for their kindness and hospitality. Rest assured, we’ll use the knowledge we got 
from the program to build a more resilient and more able country in the future. I hope that we have a friendship that will last forever.

Po-Yan Huang Department of Civil Engineering, College of Engineering, National Cheng Kung University

DRC program brought me invaluable knowledge and experiences concerning natural-disaster issues, focusing on 
disaster risk mitigation, recovery, and reconstruction. Specifically, it opened my understanding of how to handle many 
situations when the disasters occur: before, during and after. Through the intensive lectures, my perception of natural-
disaster and the disaster risk mitigation, recovery, reconstruction has changed by enabling me to see through different 
perspectives. This field needs an interdisciplinary science and engineering. In addition, it needs collaboration to achieve 
the goal of reducing the risk of disasters. The requirement of interdisciplinary measures and collaboration were the 
highlights for me. The in-class activities, including brief explanations about each type of natural disasters, assignments, 
and discussion sessions, helped me to broaden my knowledge and understanding of natural-disasters in ASIA (Japan 
and ASEAN countries). The field work and study visit of places in Japan and Thailand added much to the theories and 

information I learned. It made me realize the importance of having a broader view and increased sensitivity of the many factors that are 
involved in handling natural-disaster problems.

Through this program, I made countless memories with new friends from different backgrounds. I learnt important information about their 
language and their culture, including their customs in daily life. We might have been together for a short time, but we could build a strong 
bond, understanding each other and keeping in touch up to now. I also had the time to improve my public speaking, my writing style, and my 
communication skills, both in English and Japanese.

I am thankful that I could be a part of this program. All the knowledge, experiences, and networking which I got from this program will 
enable me to help people in my country become more resilient individuals in the future.

Alwidya Angga Safitri Faculty of Earth Sciences and Technology, Institut Teknologi Bandung
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I believe I am very lucky to have taken the DRC course. Thanks to the combination of lectures and field trips the course 
provided, it made me learn useful things I never imagined I would. There were several things I enjoyed about the course.

First, I had face-to-face conversations with experts who delivered lectures and participants who shared their experiences 
about problems relating to disasters. I think this is better than just learning through textbooks or reading papers about 
disasters in other countries. Now I am more aware of the levels of danger and of disaster/hazard categories, as well as 
how each country responds to them. After taking the course, I can say that the ways that Japanese and Thai preparation 
and recovery measures after disasters are worthy of emulation. 

Second, I experienced various study methods and skills improvement through working in groups with foreign students 
and discussion with lecturers. Knowledge exchange with friends stimulated creativeness of each person. Through which, 

I also improved my English and overcame my timidity. 
Third, I had a fantastic time learning about cultures of each member country and making friends. DRC course is very valuable not only to my 

career now and in the future but also to my personal life. Finally, I am very grateful to Kyoto University for allowing me to join this wonderful 
program, and I would like to sincerely thank the Professors, Doctors, program’s Assistants and all my DRC friends for the knowledge and 
kindness I received.

Nguyen Thi Mai Ngan Faculty of Geology, VNU University of Science, Vietnam National University, Hanoi

During my stay in DRC, I obtained countless things and emotional experiences that may be difficult to express in 
words. From the start of the announcement calling for applications to the last day of DRC, everything was awesome. The 
thing that I liked the most was the caring attitude of Professors in Japan and the friendliness of all students. I learned not 
only academics but also cultural and social aspects of life in Japan, Vietnam, Indonesia, Taiwan and Kenya. The learning 
experiences I got through the DRC program are valuable assets that will positive influence my life. 

I would say I fell in love with the teaching methodology of Prof. Ohtsu, the caring attitude of Assistant Prof. Otomo 
and Prof. Koyama, and the kindness of Prof. Hori. I will surely apply the things, which I have learned in DRC, both in my 
academic and practical social life. I am much obliged to the organizer of the DRC program and the government of Japan 
for the funding. Without their effort, it would not be possible for me to have such a wonderful learning and explorative 

opportunity. To make the long story short, I love DRC and I love Japan. I am very thankful for everything DRC has done and for every moment 
I had with DRC.

Junaid Ahmad
 School of Environment, Resources and Development & School of Engineering and Technology, Asian Institute of Technology

It was a very good opportunity to join the DRC course. Learning some new topics and issues from the course, which 
I never knew before joining the program, had widened my knowledge of disaster management. The knowledge I got 
from this course can be used in my future work because I work for the Metropolitan Waterworks Authority of Thailand. 
The concepts of designing and policy making methods will be very useful in disaster mitigation and in ensuring people’s 
welfare when disasters strike.

Gaining experience from practices used in different countries and by visiting disaster sites has improved my knowledge 
of disaster mitigation. The methods shared by participants and lectures provided by the program are worth transferring to 
the next generations. Because disasters will surely happen again, it is good for people to learn from their experiences and 
remember the ways and methods that worked well in helping them to get through the situations.

By sharing experiences and knowledge to every member of the program, each one was able to gain good knowledge of disaster mitigation 
and management. Not only the knowledge studied that is important but also the friendship that was molded in this course. Many students 
from different countries and cultures have learned how to help each other and how to live together. As the world is becoming more and more 
integrated, learning and practicing how to live with others is very important. The idea of working together in harmony has made a strong bond 
among all the students and lecturers which could lead to successful future cooperation.

Peesapat Mikled Faculty of Engineering, Chulalongkorn University

This is the first international course I studied during my first time overseas. Before I went to Japan, I worried about 
my English skill, and I studied English language very hard to prepare myself. We had many assignments and group work 
activities in this course. It helped me to improve my English skill and understand lessons in English. I was able to present 
in front of the class, speak and write English better than I thought.

This course has improved my English and changed my idea about what methods to use in solving problems. I learned 
to think more carefully in order to choose suitable solutions. For example, when a flood occurs, how can we mitigate the 
damage of the flood? What can we do? The answers depend on many factors which should be carefully considered such 
as, location, society, budget and so on.

The new knowledge about disasters and experiences I gained will surely be useful to for me to contribute to the effort 
of my country in disaster preparation and mitigation as well as to the people who work in disaster related field.

Panapong Ploypradub Faculty of Engineering, Kasetsart University

Students expressed their gratitude 
to Prof. Hori on the last day of ES3 
(Kyoto University)

At the Bang Chom Sri Regulator, Sing Buri 
Province

Students celebrated DRC friend’s 
birthday (Kasetsart University)

At the Aigawa Dam construction site, 
Osaka Prefecture
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I participated in the program of DRC for two months. During that period, I acquired important information which 
added my knowledge about disaster management through the sharing of various ways of thinking and approaches used in 
different countries. Although taking classes, educational visits and doing homework contributed a lot to my knowledge 
acquisition, discussions, self-study and self-analysis were the richest sources of information during my time at DRC. 
My research is on landscape. So, I thought that my research is not related with disaster and resilience at first. However, 
I realised that a relationship between landscape and disaster exists. Especially, I remember going to drainage training at 
San-nenzaka Kyoto. I was surprised by the countermeasures developed to protect historical landscapes. In addition, we 
went to Bangkok and Ayutthaya and observed how people care for their rivers. Therefore, I felt that it is important to 
connect the culture of people with the measures used or developed for flood disasters. In the case of Thailand, it seems like 

Thai people understand the limitations and strengths of their methods in preventing disasters. In addition, I noticed that people from different 
countries have their own countermeasure.

Eiji Kurata Graduate School of Science and Engineering, Kansai University

Through the DRC course, I could get many valuable experiences and general and global knowledge of various disasters 
that are difficult to get had I not been to Japan. It’s an unforgettable memory that I and other participants from other 
countries, like Thailand, Indonesia, and Vietnam, talked about every day. Before I joined the DRC course, I knew that 
Japan adopted many kinds of measure to prevent disasters; therefore, I was familiar with most of the measures. However, 
there are much more systems or measures that are unique to this country. It is very interesting to learn additional deeper 
details from discussions and lectures and add them to what I already know. Thanks to the DRC course, I was able to get a 
wider perspective on disaster prevention and, needless to say, meet many great foreign friends.

Kazuho Omichi Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University

DRC program was an impressive and interesting program. In the lectures, we learned mainly about disasters specific 
to each country. For example, flood occurs in most countries but the status or conditions are different. Thus, it is required 
to consider discrete countermeasures which are suitable to a certain country. However, doing this by ourselves is not 
possible because we have to know the differences in the ways of thinking of different nationalities. Therefore, one thing 
that I learned through the courses is “diversity.” In the courses we had a lot of opportunities to discuss many topics with 
foreign students. In those discussions, we proposed various measures based on opinions of students coming from different 
backgrounds. This is represented by the second key word, “interdisciplinary” knowledge. Aside from the lectures and the 
discussions, we participated in an international symposium. I gave a short presentation about my study in English there. 
I got some helpful opinions from the participants and I was impressed by some studies presented in that session. Leisure 

activities as well as studying were also very fun. In some holidays, we took foreign students to some places and introduced Japanese culture 
and customs. As a whole, DRC program was an invaluable educational experience to me.

Shingo Hasegawa Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University

DRC program is special for me. There are two things that make the program more than usual: it provided up to date and 
practical knowledge and opened opportunities for making great friends with people from many countries.

With regard to the first thing, I took many classes and studied about disaster resilience. The topics in some classes were 
new to me because some of them are not related to my major, for example, hydrology and water resources. However, all 
of the lectures were very interesting, and I feel that I would like to learn them in greater details.

The second thing is about friendships with members of different nationalities. I had the chance to make friends and 
spend almost two months of my time with Indonesians, Thais, and Vietnamese participants, and one month with students 
from Ethiopia and Taiwan. We took classes together, had meals, played some sports, and so on. 

All of the knowledge I got, people I met and experiences I gained are part of my wonderful memories of joining the 
DRC program. I cannot forget them forever, and I am convinced that soon I will meet my friends again. Thank you so much.

Takanobu Noda Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University

Dinner at a river side restaurant, 
Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya Province

At the Flood Control Center of 
BMA, Bangkok We are DRC students 2015 (AIT)

At the Wat Chai Watthanaram, Phranakhon Si 
Ayutthaya Province
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News
English training for DRC students

From June to July in 2015, training in English writing and speaking was conducted for 
Japanese students who were taking the DRC course. The purpose of the training was to enhance 
the ability of the students to communicate and prepare reports in English because weaknesses in 
these areas had proved to be an issue to be considered in a review of past faculty development 
activities. All the DRC students tackled their assignments diligently and successfully made use 
of what they had learned in the training while they participated in this year’s program.

DRC受講生対象英語トレーニング
　2015 年 6 月から 7 月にかけて，今年度 DRC 受講日本人学生を対象とした英語の writing およ
び speaking に関するトレーニングを実施しました。これは Faculty Development 活動を通じて
判明した課題の一つである，日本人学生の英文レポート執筆能力やコミュニケーション力をよ
り高めるために行ったものです。DRC 受講生はいずれも熱心に課題に取り組み，その成果は今
年度のプログラムにおいて活かされました。

Awards
The 2015 EIT-JSCE Joint International Symposium on International Human Resource 

Development for Disaster-Resilient Countries was held from September 7th to 8th, 2015, 
in Bangkok, Thailand. In the student session on the second day (with 23 presentations), 
four students were awarded the Excellent Presentation Award from among the students who 
completed the collaborative educational program in the past or who participated in this year’s 
program. The recipients of award included Mr. Yuji Dohi (Kyoto University, who completed the 
program in 2012), Mr. Shahab Uddin (Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand, who completed 
the program in 2013), Mr. Takuma Hashimoto (Kyoto University, who completed the program in 
2014), and Mr. Shingo Hasegawa (Kyoto University, who participated in the program in 2015).

受賞
　国際シンポジウム（EIT-JSCE Joint International Symposium on International Human Resource 
Development for Disaster-Resilient Countries 2015）が，平成 27 年 9 月 7 日～ 8 日にタイ・バン
コクにおいて開催されました。2 日目の学生セッション（発表件数 23 件）において，協働教育
プログラムの修了生及び今年度参加学生のなかから，土肥裕史君（京都大学，平成 24 年度修了生），
Mr. Shahab Uddin（タイ・AIT，平成 25 年度修了生），橋本卓磨君（京都大学，平成 26 年度修了生），
長谷川真吾君（京都大学，平成 27 年度参加学生）の 4 名が優秀発表者賞に選ばれました。

Visit to the Kyoto University ASEAN Center
In June and September 2015, Professor Hiroyasu Ohtsu and other faculty members visited the 

Kyoto University ASEAN Center located in Bangkok, Thailand. On June 28th, Professor Hiroyasu 
Ohtsu and Professor Kakuya Matsushima visited the ASEAN Center to discuss the establishment 
of partnerships for student and faculty exchanges. On September 4th, Professor Ohtsu returned to 
visit the center to discuss industry-university partnership projects in Southeast Asia.

京都大学ASEAN拠点訪問
　2015 年 6 月と 9 月に，大津宏康教授他がタイ・バンコクにある京都大学 ASEAN 拠点を訪問
しました。まず，6 月 28 日には，大津宏康教授と松島格也准教授が ASEAN 拠点を訪問し，学
生相互交流，教員・相互協力に関する協力関係の構築について議論しました。また，9 月 4 日には，
大津宏康教授が同拠点を再訪し，東南アジア地域における産学連携事業について議論しました。

Events
4th DRC FD Symposium in Bangkok, Thailand

The 4th Faculty Development Symposium will be held in Bangkok, Thailand on January, 10, 2016. The symposium will review the contents 
of student exchange and young faculty member exchange programs conducted from FY 2012 to FY 2015, and also discuss how to develop 
programs in future years. Around 45 teaching staffs from five ASEAN Alliance Universities, National Cheng Kung University, Kansai 
University and Kyoto University are expected to participate.

第 4回 DRC　FDシンポジウム
　2016 年 1 月 10 日，タイ・バンコクで第４回 Faculty Development Symposium を開催します。2012 年度から 2015 年度までに取り組んだ学
生交流事業，若手教員交流事業の内容を振り返ると共に，次年度以降の事業実施の展望について議論します。5 つの ASEAN 連携大学，国立
成功大学（台湾），関西大学及び京都大学から 45 名程度の教員が参加する予定です。

English training, Kyoto University
京都大学での英語トレーニング

The awards ceremony, September 8, 2015
授賞式（2015年9月8日）

At the Kyoto University ASEAN Center
京都大学ASEAN拠点にて

News & Events　—お知らせ—

<Contact Information>
Office of the Consortium for International Human Resource Development 
for Disaster-Resilient Countries

C1-2-155, Kyotodaigaku Katsura, Nishikyo-ku, Kyoto 615-8540, Japan

Email: contact@drc.t.kyoto-u.ac.jp

Phone: +81-75-383-3397~9

Fax: +81-75-383-3400

http://www.drc.t.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en/

強靭な国づくりを担う国際人育成のための中核拠点事務局

〒615-8540　京都市西京区京都大学桂C1-2　155号室

<Related Institutions>
Graduate School of Engineering
http://www.t.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en/
工学研究科
Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
http://www.ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp/english/
地球環境学堂・学舎
Graduate School of Management
http://www.gsm.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en/
経営管理大学院
Disaster Prevention Research Institute
http://www.dpri.kyoto-u.ac.jp/web_e/index_e.html
防災研究所


