
Newsletter
International Program on Resilient Society Development

under Changing Climate

This project is presented as part of the “Inter-University Exchange Program, ASEAN category” 
under the MEXT 2016 “Re-Inventing Japan Project” 1

Activity Report
This year's remote summer school and our future outlook Yasuto TACHIKAWA, Junichi SUSAKI,
 Yutaka ICHIKAWA, Kakuya MATSUSHIMA,
 Nao OTOMO

Voices of the Students attending the Summer Intensive course of RSDC Program

News & Events

本プロジェクトは，ASEAN連携大学との協働教育プログラムに基づく学生の相互交流を実施しています。

Contents

2020
December

Vol.7



RSDC Newsletter 2020 December Vol. 7

2

This year's remote summer school and our future outlook
Yasuto TACHIKAWA Professor, Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University
Junichi SUSAKI Professor, Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University
Yutaka ICHIKAWA Associate Professor, Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University
Kauya MATSUSHIMA Associate Professor, Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University
Nao OTOMO Program Specific Assistant Professor, Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University

In collaboration with universities in the ASEAN region and Japanese 
companies expanding there, we have implemented an interactive short-
term overseas study program for master’s degree students and an over-
seas internship program for undergraduate students, for which credits 
can be earned. Our aim is to cultivate global-minded human resources 
capable of making significant contributions at the global level and to 
further expand our reach overseas as a provider of higher education. As 
part of this project, we have implemented the following five programs 
available to students of various levels (from undergraduate to doctoral): 
1) overseas dispatch internship program for undergraduate students; 2) 
interactive short-term overseas study program for master’s students; 
3) interactive mid- to long-term overseas study program for master’s 
students; 4) “sandwich” education programs for doctoral students; and 
5) winter schools on climate change adaptation for doctoral students. 
Because we had difficulty dispatching undergraduate students to their 
internship locations during summer vacation due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, the overseas dispatch internship program for undergraduate 
students had to be canceled this year. On the other hand, with regard to 
the interactive short-term overseas study program for master’s students, 
we made preparations so that online lectures and group discussions 
could take place and then held a remote summer school in July and 
August. We are currently preparing so that we can implement the other 
three programs by some means, including setting up systems so that 
students can remotely take part in program activities. In the following 
section, we will look back at the remote summer school held in August 
this year and discuss our outlook for the future.

Each year, the interactive short-term overseas study program for 
master’s students has conducted a two-week summer school in Kyoto 
in August and a two-week summer school in Bangkok so that students 
can learn about natural disasters and disaster prevention and mitigation 
in Japan and Asia. At the FD (faculty development) symposium held 
in Bangkok in January this year, we asked the faculty members of the 
collaborating ASEAN universities whether the summer school could 
be held as usual. As a result, we resolved in March to hold it instead as 
a remote summer school. Subsequently, we have been exploring ways 
to improve educational effectiveness by effectually conducting remote 
group work. Since March this year, we have been preparing by holding 
discussions with the faculty members of collaborating universities 
(Chulalongkorn University, Kasetsart University, Asian Institute of 
Technology, and Vietnam National University, Hanoi). One advantage 
of introducing remote systems to the programs is the reduction of time 
constraints. While we usually hold most of summer school in August, 
if we introduce remote summer schools, we can be more flexible in 
terms of schedules. This year, we designated July as the pre-program 
period and used it to make preparations. On Saturday, July 4, a month 
earlier than usual, all program participants took part in an orientation 
event via Zoom. In addition, so that students could engage in group 
work as much as possible during summer school in August, in July we 
made available as online videos some of the lectures provided by the 
teachers of collaborating ASEAN universities. Having videos uploaded 
allowed students to attend classes and obtain the knowledge needed for 
the summer school in August; this also allowed students to focus their 
energy on group discussions during the summer school. Table 1 shows 
the schedule from July to August 2020.

This year, we fortunately had about the same number of applicants 
as usual, with 45 applicants (20 from Kyoto University, 6 from Kansai 
University, and 19 from overseas collaborating universities). The 
breakdown of applicants was 18 Japanese students and 27 international 
students. After forming groups, each of which consisted of five stu-
dents, we had a Japanese student serve as group leader in each group. 
During the orientation event on July 4, we had the participants work 
on a task that facilitated communication within their groups. Thus, 
we conducted a breakout session to kickstart preparations for summer 

school. The participants voluntarily held remote group discussions, and 
their efforts allowed them to take part actively in group presentations 
and exchange views at the workshop held on July 10, which all partic-
ipants were required to attend. Every year, after the students are split 
up into groups, international students who are used to communicating 
in English usually lead the conversation, and this factor tends to cause 
the Japanese students to become less talkative. This year, however, in 
contrast to the usual situation, some Japanese students led the conver-
sation in their groups.

After spending July making preparations, we held remote summer 
school from August 3 to 10. Having considered the time differences 
between the ASEAN countries (Thailand, Vietnam, Myanmar, and 
Cambodia), China, Taiwan, and Kyoto, we decided on holding three 
classes per day, as shown in Table 2. This summer school aimed at 
having the students develop a deeper understanding of each other 
through discussions and expanding the students’ network of personal 
contacts by giving the students an opportunity to become friends 
with each other. Hence, we made preparations while giving ourselves 
abundant time to think about what we can do to energize group work by 
students. One idea was to assign a TA to each group. After asking the 
doctoral and master’s students who participated in this program to help, 
we assigned one TA to each of the nine groups. In addition, those at Ch-
ulalongkorn University who are graduates of this program participated 
as TAs in remote lectures and discussions from Bangkok. Finally, we 
selected five teachers and had them join the group discussions that took 
place during the breakout session so they could give encouragement to 
students as needed.

Activity ReportActivity Report

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

July 1 2 3 4 5

Pre-program 
start

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Presentation

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

Video Lectures by professors of ASEAN collaborating universities

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 August 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Intensive 
program start

Class 
& Discussion

Class 
& Discussion

Class 
& Discussion

Class
& Discussion

Group 
discussion

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Presentation

Table 1: Schedule from July to August 2020

ASEAN  9:00-10:30
Taiwan & China 10:00-11:30

Japan 11:00-12:30

10:45-12:15
11:45-13:15
12:45-14:15

Break
13:30-15:00+
14:30-16:00+
15:30-17:00+

Aug. 3 Mon
Orientation 

& Keynote Lecture:
Prof. M. T. Nhuan

MS1: Lecture:
Prof. Kiyono 

& Dr. Koyama

MS1: Lecture 
Prof. Kiyono 

& Dr. Koyama

Aug. 4 Tue MS1: Group Work MS1: Group Work MS1: Group Work

Aug. 5 Wed MS1: Presentation

Aug. 6 Thu
AES: Prof. Pennung
Lecture & discussion

AES: Dr. Anurak 
Follow-up discussion on 

video lecture

Aug. 7 Fri
AES: Prof. Tachikawa
Lecture & discussion

AES: Dr. Suttisak 
Follow-up discussion on 

video lecture

Aug. 8 Sat AES: Group Work AES: Group Work

Aug. 10 Mon AES: Presentation

Aug.17 Mon Submission of the Reports

MS1: Disaster and Health Risk Management for Liveable City
AES: Engineering Seminar for Disaster Resilience in ASEAN countries

Table 2: Schedule for the August 2020 remote summer intensive lectures
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The results of the post-summer school student questionnaire are shown 
in Figure 1. Like those who participated in summer schools of the past, 
the students evaluated the summer school very highly, and their responses 
affirmed that international collaborative education can be successfully im-
plemented using this year’s format. The results of the questionnaire show 
that regarding the questions of how much time was spent daily on reviewing 
classwork and how much preliminary knowledge about each subject they 
had beforehand, the students gave more points than the previous year. The 
higher evaluation in response to these questions indicates that introducing 
remote lectures and video lectures to the programs was beneficial. The 
opinions of teachers given during an opinion exchange meeting after the 
completion of the summer school are summarized as follows.
〇 The effectiveness of the pre-program sessions
✓  Pre-program sessions were effective for practicing techniques 

for encouraging students to participate voluntarily and those 
for facilitating communication among students.

✓  The quality of the student presentations given during the 
pre-program sessions exceeded our expectations, and we 
should commend the students for their voluntary efforts.

〇 Thoughts on remote lectures and discussions
✓  They enabled us to implement the program without using a 

large budget. Online lectures are effective for delivery to a 
large number of students.

✓  On the other hand, because TAs and facilitators are important 
in remote group work, much more human assistance is needed 
when you want students to do group work.

✓  It was good that last year’s participants at Chulalongkorn Uni-
versity participated as TAs. If the graduates of this program at 
each university can participate as TAs, students will learn even 
more through group work.

✓  During group work, Japanese students took part in discussions 
using English.

✓  While setting up a breakout session allows for setting up a place 
for group work, it is difficult for teachers and TAs to watch in 
real time the group work of other groups and the progress.

✓  Learning necessary knowledge in advance through video 
lectures is highly effective in that students can do group work 
after deepening their understanding of the topics.

✓  The use of Google Classroom as an educational platform was 
highly convenient for both the providers of the classes and the 
students.

〇 Preparation for classes
✓  Compared with face-to-face classes, more careful preparation 

is needed.
✓  Although it is permissible to have a large group of teachers giving 

classes and holding discussions, we must set themes so that the re-
lations between the classes and the discussions can be understood.

✓  When we design classes, we must take into account how 
assignments are set (the difficulty level). In doing so, we must 
consider issues such as how to design group discussions, such 
as whether we want the students to show initiative or be given 
detailed instructions, and in the case of both approaches, how 
to order them so as to enhance student learning.

〇 Operation of future programs
✓  Ideally, it would be possible to combine online lectures with face-

to-face internships and field trips. One possible future model is 
holding pre-program and preparatory learning sessions online and 
then having face-to-face group work, field trips, internships, etc.

✓  When implementing a pre-summer school English course, it 
should be kept in mind that it is likely more effective if students 
attend training sessions that allow them to converse among 
themselves in a group work-like, active learning setting.

After taking part in the preparation and implementation of this year’s 
summer school, We once again thought about the meaning of short-
term study-abroad programs and what we want students to gain through 
them. Reflecting on this year’s efforts, it is possible that online group 
work can be used to create an international community of remotely 
located students, improve language skills, and build a network of 
personal contacts. In addition, if we use online group work, we may be 
able to give opportunities to an even larger group of students without 
concerns about the budget. On the other hand, some things may not 
be possible. These days, there is less risk and inconvenience when 
traveling abroad. However, students may still feel nervous and have a 
sense of alertness when they actually leave for an overseas destination 
or meet with a teacher of an overseas collaborating university or a 
fellow student for the first time. Such nervous alertness is not part of 
the experience of remote schooling. Likewise, remote schooling does 
not allow for in-person interactions, such as having a meal together or 
visiting someone where they are located. Putting oneself in a situation 
that is far from daily life and interacting with new people allows one to 
take a different perspective from their usual one, and this seeing from 
another perspective is an experience from which much can be gained.

After building a community of remotely located students and creating 
a place where they can hold discussions, if we can find ways to provide 
opportunities to students that will enable them to visit each other in 
person and to have discussions and on-location tours, we could think of 
this format as a new, more effective model for international education. 
One of the keys for implementing such projects is trust between faculty 
members of the overseas collaborating universities and us. Another 
reason such trust is needed is that it is only after we sufficiently consult 
with the teachers of the universities that we can choose the lecture topics 
and design assignments. Professor Emeritus Hiroyasu Ohtsu who was 
in charge of driving this project until last fiscal year was instrumental in 
the building of the network of contacts that connects us with the over-
seas collaborating universities. We are grateful to Professor Emeritus 
Ohtsu for all his efforts. In the future, we want to utilize the network of 
contacts made up of participants in the programs, including teachers of 
overseas collaborating universities. Using this network, we will provide 
exceptional educational programs suited for the online age.

Orientation of pre-program on July 4, 2020. Keynote Lecture by Prof. Dr. Mai Trong Nhuan on August 3, 2020.

Figure 1:  Results of the post-summer school student questionnaire 
(Comparison with the results from FY2019)
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Voices of the students attending the RSDC Program 2020Voices of the students attending the RSDC Program 2020
SOULIYA KEOLA Faculty of Engineering, Chulalongkorn University

The International Program on Resilient Society Development under Changing Climate is well known 
among students in the Department of Water Resource Engineering at Chulalongkorn University. I learned 
about the RSDC program from a senior student during first-day orientation, and I aimed at participating in the 
program. However, in March 2020, the world faced a new threat from the novel coronavirus. This biological 
disaster changed societies around the world and brought with it a “new normal” for everyone.

The RSDC program usually takes the form of lectures in Japan and a trip to Thailand, but in 2020, we had 
to communicate online. Through the program, I was taught new and broad perspectives of natural threats and 
hazards from professors with a wealth of experience, as well as the circumstances of disasters, especially in 

Asian countries. The program provided me with an excellent opportunity to make new friends in my group. My group members 
offered fantastic ideas and suggestions based on their knowledge and experience. I understand the situation that made it neces-
sary to use an online platform for the program. Still, the online format brought certain challenges, such as internet connection 
interruptions and time zone differences, which had an effect on studying efficiently.

I highly appreciate the program’s organizers for setting up this meaningful opportunity for me, a student from Laos. In my 
country, we tend to think that climate change happens only in nations with shorelines, and the focus is on adapting to a disaster; 
mitigating it or establishing adequate prevention plans is considered beyond human ability. This program has guided me, as a first 
step, toward considering improvements in resilience development and disaster mitigation.

PHANITH KRUY Faculty of Engineering, Chulalongkorn University
It was a great opportunity for me to join the RSDC Program 2020. As a water resources engineer, I have 

only researched issues on water resources, but I never go in-depth on how to address such problems. The 
program introduced me to fascinating subjects, such as climate change and disaster management, comprising 
disaster countermeasures and disaster prevention and mitigation.

We were organized in groups and assigned various tasks, especially with regard to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Besides the main coursework, we shared much about ourselves with others from various nations such as 
Cambodia, Japan, Thailand, Korea, and China. Even though this year’s program was conducted online, most 
of the participants were happy with the program because we were still able to acquire new skills, change the 

learning environment, and, importantly, stay safe during the pandemic.
Last but not least, this was an invaluable opportunity to broaden not only my knowledge, but also to form friendships, including 

those in professional and science-related networks.

NISHKARSHA KOIRALA Faculty of Engineering, Kasetsart University
After my participation in the RSDC program, I realized that it can help shape the minds of students toward 

thinking about how to develop a sustainable and hazard-resilient society for the future. As such a society is a 
long-term need, this program can play a major role in helping to develop it. I have a geotechnical engineering 
background, and disaster-related issues are a major concern in my field, I am sure that this training will help 
me to think from a broader perspective to mitigate the risks and challenges of natural hazards as well as 
climate change combined together.

This year, I think the program was even more interesting because everyone had to think about a multi-haz-
ard situation (natural and health hazards). In the midst of the global COVID-19 pandemic, there were many 

natural hazards such as floods and landslides around the world, and with “new normal” lifestyles we had to think about taking 
new approaches and developing new measures for disaster risk mitigation/management. How to communicate and trade during 
hazards and such pandemics, measures for post-disaster recovery, and gaps in disaster preparedness were reassessed and then 
countermeasures were proposed for traditional methods.

We had the opportunity to receive online video lectures, make reports as well as present group work assigned to us. During the 
group work, everyone had different perspectives on each problem and their own solutions. I think everyone could use the ideas 
from the presentations in their professional lives in the future. There were four major issues, i.e. earthquakes, floods, landslides 
and water resources management, and everyone had to provide solutions to these issues from perspective of climate change, 
sustainability, effectiveness, and durability of solutions. The professors had questions and shared their ideas from their own fields 
of expertise by assessing our work, which was the most interesting part for me. This program has taught me to think globally and 
from a wider perspective toward disaster-related issues involving multiple hazards.

Finally, this year, the RSDC program had a completely new approach, i.e. via an online platform, and I think this was a major 
highlight as well as a basis for everyone to learn about the advantages and disadvantages of such intensive courses being held 
online and how to improve them in the future. The online medium was a good platform and a solution for conducting such 
training, though time differences can be an issue if the training is conducted across different continents. I also think that it would 
be more effective to have face-to-face discussions, as it would be easier to present our ideas, and communication would also 
be more effective. We could not make field trips simultaneously with the theoretical sessions, which I think is something the 
students missed out on and would have benefited even more from had that been possible. However, this method did prove to be 
effective in tackling educational issues created by a global pandemic.

I look forward to meeting everyone involved in the training and would like to thank everyone who directly or indirectly 
contributed to the program’s successful completion.
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LE VAN DUNG Faculty of Geology, Vietnam National University, Hanoi (VNU)
A great day for me was the day I received the notice that I would be one of the members participating in the 

RSDC 2020 program. I was very happy and then a little nervous.
My first impression of the program was about the preparation and thoughtful reception from the RSDC 

organizers. Although it was not possible to organize the program as in a typical year due to the influence of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the organizers of the program made efforts to accommodate me and the other students 
to complete the course.

On the academic side, I think the program theme of “Resilient Society Development under Changing 
Climate” is very important for me and other students. Against the backdrop of a drastic increase in the fre-

quency of natural disasters under climate change in Asian countries, this international program is truly timely. The course, which 
included lectures and workshops, was an excellent opportunity for me to gain a lot of knowledge and experience with regard to 
disasters (earthquakes, tsunami, floods, land subsidence, and landslides) and how to mitigate disasters and health risks, as well 
as environmental risks. Disasters are very dangerous and can lead to many problems, so knowledge about managing them is very 
important for recovery and reconstruction.

I also had an opportunity to work in groups. I learned how to work effectively as a member of a team, which I feel is very 
important for increasing knowledge, since it provides an opportunity to share and discuss ideas. Another great benefit of this 
program is that I could directly improve my English skills. This can be used in the job I pursue after graduating with a master’s 
degree.

Last but not least, making new friends was among the positive things about this program. My new friends from many regions 
not only helped me to improve my knowledge of the subjects, but also taught me many things about their countries and people 
from different cultures. I had the opportunity to work and share ideas with many friends from Japan, Thailand, Taiwan... We 
shared knowledge, our plans for the future and stories of ups and downs in our lives. That really is a valuable and memorable 
experience.

Finally, I would like to give my sincere thanks to all course organizers, lecturers, and staff members of the RSDC program for 
creating favorable conditions and giving us the opportunity to have a great experience. Due to the influence of COVID-19, we 
cannot meet each other yet, but I hope we will keep in touch and see each other in the near future.

ABHISHEK KOIRALA Faculty of Engineering, Kasetsart University
The 2020 RSDC program was held through a different aspect and new to every one due to this pandemic 

COVID-19. However, I was delighted to perceive this astonishing program held during this difficult time, 
give rising to experience for many students and share ideas about current problems. The entire program 
was held online through idea-sharing platforms like Zoom, Google Slides, etc. The online program itself 
is a solution to COVID-19 as a social distancing and necessary other safety countermeasure. Despite the 
participants were not being able to meet physically in person, I personally enjoyed talking with them and 
tackled various problems during the course.

Being a geotechnical engineering student, this program broadened my thinking about sustainable develop-
ment and livable societies. Solutions to the current pandemic COVID-19 along with natural hazards themselves represent a great 
challenge. I had an opportunity to share ideas and learn from friends in multi-disciplinary fields about various current problems 
and related mitigation measures. I think this will help me to contribute to create a better future in disaster-resilient society 
planning and implement with policymakers.

The lectures were very important part of the program receiving through assignments to solve problems through research 
findings. Besides, it was also interesting to observe the case study about the 2015 Gorkha Earthquake in Nepal presented by 
Prof. Pennung Warnitchai. Such types of lectures assisted me a lot in finding long-term sustainable solutions of the occurred 
problems in my country. Furthermore, the Q&A and discussions with professors helped me to understand the matters greatly and 
has eliminated my doubts.

The case studies and group work indeed assisted us to build confidence and communication with each other in an amiable 
environment. The important lesson during the program learnt is to receive useful information through various countries although 
we faced difficulties in speaking under aligned time constraints.

I do believe this new method of online teaching and training program during this pandemic is a worth which also reduce 
accommodation and travel costs. I feel very delighted to attend this RSDC program and learned lots of utilizing IT techniques 
as well.

Orientation of the Program on August 3, 2020. Online lecture by Dr. Suttisak Sralump on August 7. 2020.
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HTET HTET AUNG Department of Civil Engineering, Mandalay Technological University
This was my first time joining the international RSDC program. Participating in the program has improved 

my English and communication skills.
First, we shared cultural differences between countries. We then learned about climate change and natural 

disaster risk management from the MS1 sessions. In the AES phase, we participated in four lectures, on 
earthquakes, floods and drought, water resources management, and landslides. After the lectures, we had 
group discussions and short presentations about landslide prevention measures. As a result, we acquired 
different opinions and problem-solving ideas from various point of views.

By joining this program, I learned a great deal about natural disasters and disaster risk management. Now 
I am studying structural engineering and I think this knowledge will be useful in my future studies. Also, all the teachers were 
very welcoming. Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the program had to be held online. The advantage of an online program is 
that we do not need to go anywhere and can learn from our home. But we do not have a chance to meet face to face. However, I 
think it is a good idea to learn online when we can’t go anywhere during the pandemic. I really hope to meet all the teachers and 
friends I made face to face in the future.

PHYO THANDAR HLAING Department of Civil Engineering, Yangon Technological University
The International Program on Resilient Society Development under Changing Climate for 2020 started on 

July 4 for the opening pre-program orientation to get to know and understand other participants. The lectures, 
group work and presentations started on August 3 and ended on August 10. A total of 45 international students 
from Japan, Thailand, Myanmar, Vietnam, Indonesia, Taiwan and Cambodia were included and divided into 
nine groups of five students each.

The RSDC program for 2020 was held online due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but all the professors and 
participating students did great work in the program, showing interest in all subjects, unity in group work and 
the strength of human activities regardless of the crisis.

The RSDC topics were Disaster and Health Risk Management for Liveable City and Climate Change for the MS1 phase. The 
AES themes were earthquakes, landslides, floods, and water resources management. All the lectures from professors on each 
topic were really interesting and we could learn about things that we may not have been aware of in our environments.

We, students, did not know each other at first, but we began to know and understand each other from the start of the program. 
For group work, we shared information and facts related to our respective countries and regions and helped each other in group 
tasks. We had to do individual and group work assignments. The assignments were very interesting and required understanding 
the lectures. Everyone was very positive during the lectures from the morning to the end of the day. All the students asked 
questions to the professors about the topics and we gained new ideas from different perspectives.

This RSDC program was unforgettable thanks to the new knowledge that was gained and the friendships we could form, 
although we sometimes had small problems such as internet connection or electricity, since the program was online. Although 
we unfortunately didn’t have an opportunity to meet in Japan due to the COVID-19 crisis, we all hope to meet face to face in 
Thailand and say thank you to all the professors and friends for an unforgettable program week.

SHWE WIN EI Department of Civil Engineering, Yangon Technological University
First, I am very thankful to all professors for providing a great opportunity to join the RSDC online program. 

The pre-program started on July 4 and we introduced ourselves and our own respective cultures. I made many 
friends from different countries and gained knowledge of differences between cultures.

The program started August 3 and lasted six days. In the first two days, we learned and discussed how to 
respond to natural disasters, especially COVID-19, in our own countries, and we made group presentations 
as nine groups. From this, I learned about the different yet sound responses of each country to COVID-19. I 
hope that all of the countries will overcome this pandemic with effective methods.

I also learned about natural disasters, earthquakes, flood management, water resources management, and 
landslides from each professor. All of the professors gave clear explanations and many of my technical concerns with regard 
to natural disasters were addressed. I learned about different types of responses to and management of natural disasters in each 
country from the group discussions and I also developed presentation skills thanks to my colleagues. I really appreciate their 
discussions and kindness.

This program provided many benefits to engineering students, and the teamwork by all professors and participants was great. 
I will strive to make the best use these skills and knowledge.
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ZON PWINT PHYU Department of Civil Engineering, Mandalay Technological University
My name is Ma Zon Pwint Phyu, a master’s student conducting research on water resources engineering in 

the Department of Civil Engineering at Mandalay Technological University. I participated in the International 
Program on Resilient Society Development under Changing Climate from August 3 to 10, 2020. This program 
involved two main parts: MS1 and AES lectures. In MS1 (August 3–5), we learned about climate change and 
made presentations as group work. We also learned about disasters and countermeasures to earthquakes, 
landslides, and floods in the AES lectures (August 6–10).

Unlike previous programs, the 2020 program is unique because it was held during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. During COVID-19, there was a flood disaster in Myanmar, and our group discussed that and related 

countermeasures. The restoration work was very different than usual during the COVID-19 pandemic. For disasters like floods, 
we studied the differences in recovery work from various perspectives in other countries.

Completing this program broadened our knowledge of disaster management (preparedness, mitigation, response, and recov-
ery). Several lectures in this program were also beneficial to our research. We appreciate Japan because it has rigorous innovation 
and disciplines. Japan is very convenient for students who will apply for scholarships because the Japanese people are helpful, 
hardworking, and very hospitable. We greatly appreciate everyone who arranged for us to participate in this program and we look 
forward to seeing you again. 

SDEUNG OUK SOVANNARITH Faculty of Hydrology and Water Resources Engineering, Institute of Technology of Cambodia
Joining the RSDC program during the COVID-19 pandemic offered a new platform for learning activities. 

I and other participants from different universities and countries participated in many interesting learning 
activities through the online platform, as we could have meetings and learning sessions online, with everyone 
able to see each other’s faces. Particularly, I enjoyed the group discussions very much, because we could learn 
from each other and exchange ideas to achieve the tasks for the program.

During the program, I could learn from professors with different backgrounds and from different countries, 
yet our interests are the same. Furthermore, I have taken those lessons to develop related skills that help us 
think critically with wisdom based on science and experience.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic we had to use the online platform, which is safe for everybody, and particularly easy to access. 
I liked it very much, since I could learn from any lesson and as many times as I wanted. Although we were not able to meet face 
to face, it felt like we were meeting in the same room or learning in the same classroom.

DEVI AGUSTINA Faculty of Engineering, Brawijaya University
I am grateful to have joined the RSDC program. I learned so many things about climate change and disaster 

risk management. I gained a lot of experience during the program. What impressed me most were the many 
students I met online. They were very kind and friendly. I was impressed by their spirit and willingness to 
study. I could also improve my English skills and learn about how to relate to people from various countries.

During the program, my fellow participants and I discussed the current COVID-19 conditions in each 
country and how to deal with them. We also discussed case studies on climate change and disasters from each 
country, and how to handle disasters before and after COVID-19. As an urban planner from Indonesia, I will 
use the knowledge and experience I have gained during the program for better urban planning.

All the lectures were interesting and amazing. Every professor tried to present as much knowledge as they could to students 
online. The RSDC program is not only about these amazing lectures, but also about the importance of group work and the 
friendships that we were able to form. Although the program was conducted entirely online, I am glad to have been a part of it. 
Hopefully we can meet face to face in a better situation and under better circumstances.

ALIFAL HAMDAN Faculty of Engineering, Brawijaya University
I feel happy and lucky, because I could join and take part in the RSDC 2020 program organized by Kyoto 

University, Japan.
During the program, I made new friends from various countries, gained knowledge about how to handle 

disasters, and I was able to improve my English skills. In addition, the lecturers were patient in teaching the 
material and always joined when discussing assignments.

In this program, the specific material that was taught includes mitigation of natural disasters such as earth-
quakes, floods, drought, and landslides. In addition, we also discussed a recent issue, namely the COVID-19 
pandemic.

In my opinion, the most interesting and memorable material was how disaster management was carried out during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Why do I think this is special? Because it relates to the real conditions currently faced by many countries. They face 
a dilemma between COVID-19 and natural disasters, namely how to handle the former during a disaster and post-disaster. I was 
able to understand the response efforts made by various countries, which of course are different given the conditions in various 
countries.

Lastly, I hope to meet the friends I made face to face in Thailand, if conditions allow, of course. I will also always remember 
the messages and knowledge conveyed to me by the instructors. I hope that the RSDC program can maintain its learning format. 
Even though it was online this year, I enjoyed and understood the material easily and comfortably.
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KANAE XIE Graduate School of Science and Engineering, Kansai University
First of all, I would like to thank all the teachers for giving me a good opportunity to improve my English 

and presentation skills. To be honest, I was worried about how this program would go and was a little bit upset 
that we could not go to Thailand this time. However, thanks to our teachers, the Zoom format worked really 
well and everything went smoothly.

Moreover, I would like to thank my group members. There were five members in my group. Everyone 
showed a lot of enthusiasm for this program, and we had many group discussions over Zoom and Line. We 
tried our best for each presentation and had great communication. I learned a lot when we exchanged views 
and gained a lot of knowledge about other countries. I really appreciate of that. I would like to continue these 

friendships and I hope that we can meet each other in the future.
As for myself, I was brimming with joy to participate in this program. I tried hard to understand the lectures and to prepare 

for presentations. As a result, I improved my English and presentation skills. Furthermore, I gained a lot of new knowledge and 
information about the COVID-19 pandemic and natural disasters.

Finally, I hope we can go to Thailand in the winter if the situation allows for it. Also, I would like to recommend this meaningful 
program to my friends and junior students.

ZHONGHAN CHEN Graduate School of Science and Engineering, Kasai University
Through the RSDC program, I learned about concepts related to and hazards of various natural disasters, as 

well as how Asian countries respond to natural disasters.
Having group discussions with classmates from Asian countries was fun. During pre-study, our group discussed 

countermeasures for the COVID-19 pandemic, which is an important topic this year. The members of my group 
were from Indonesia, Myanmar, Japan, and China. First, by watching webinars of international organizations in the 
Asia-Pacific region, I learned about the importance and methods of protecting vulnerable people during the epi-
demic. In the group discussion that followed, we discussed how our respective countries are handling the pandemic.

In the formal classes, I learned about earthquakes, landslides, climate change, floods, and water resources 
management. After that, our group discussed landslides. Considering the case of the Hsiaolin landslide, we learned about disaster 
relief measures at that time. We also proposed some effective preventive measures, such as an early-warning system based on 
GNSS, to reduce damage in landslide disasters. Finally, our group jointly presented the results of our discussion.

I am very glad that I had the opportunity to participate in the RSDC program. Thanks to this international program. I broadened 
my horizons and made several foreign friends. My English and teamwork skills have also been improved. If I have an opportunity 
in the future, I would like to participate in similar learning programs. 

AUNG KAUNG MYAT International Master Program on Natural Hazards Mitigation and Management, National Cheng Kung University
Hello, my name is Aung Kaung Myat, a first-year master’s student at National Cheng Kung University. I 

joined the RSDC program from the Geological Disaster Assessment and Response course taught by Professor 
Jian-Hong Wu in the previous spring semester. My specialization at NCKU is International Master Program 
in Natural Hazards Mitigation and Management.

Nowadays, climate change is the biggest environmental issue, and it poses a threat to human beings and 
other living creatures all over the world. Due to this, people’s lives and properties are destroyed by many 
disasters and other environmental concerns. Without mitigation and awareness in this situation, we may face 
an apocalypse-type scenario in the near future. My interest and future target is to be a specialist in disaster 

mitigation and management who can bring light to those living in the darkness. Toward realizing this purpose, I want to open my 
mind and seek treasures of knowledge about disaster resilience.

Honestly, the RSDC program provided not only a wealth of knowledge and information, but also allowed us to develop social, teamwork, 
thinking and problem-solving skills. We shared information and discussed different ideas and problems related to disaster management. As 
we cannot live alone and given that there are many perspectives, we have to strike a balance, and respect and live in harmony with others.

Finally, I am blessed to have attended the precious lectures given by the many professors and instructors and to have formed many 
friendships, despite the program being carried out online. I hope that we can continue our relations and help each other in the future.

AFIFAH RAUDLOH ANNIMAH International Master Program on Natural Hazards Mitigation and Management, National Cheng Kung University
The RSDC program offers broad and in-depth consideration of disaster management. The approach is based 

on research and scientific knowledge, and introduces new technology. In particular, the program covers the 
situations in different countries in times of disaster, and many ideas were shared about designing disaster 
management plans. Considering this diverse background, we could gain various perspectives on how to solve 
problems, with comprehensive understanding. However, some of the plans and policies may be difficult to 
implement because of different levels of resilience in society, culture, etc.

Lectures, group discussions, and group assignments were essential in learning about the challenges of and 
opportunities for improving the conditions in each country.

Through this program, participants could also develop critical thinking skills and gain new insights into realizing a secure 
society. As an example, disaster management should aim at being sustainable under future circumstances, or at least allow for the 
application of innovations through new research and knowledge. The participants gained insight into designing disaster manage-
ment plans that could be implemented both in a pandemic, such as the current COVID-19 pandemic, as well as other disasters.

I learned a lot about how professional expertise is essential for various considerations that are made regarding disaster manage-
ment. It is not just about analyzing resources, but also about capabilities related to society and the economy.
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MIBUKI UNNO Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University
In the RSDC program, naturally I learned a lot about disasters, but more especially about the difficulties 

of talking in English with people from various countries. I also learned about interesting differences between 
countries. We were of many backgrounds, with various cultures and customs, so it was difficult but interesting 
to be able to have discussions and reach conclusions.

I am a student from Japan, and I couldn’t speak fluently because I am shy and have limited English skills. 
However, other students shared many opinions, and didn’t hesitate to do so. I thought that I should speak 
more actively and I was able to do so more than I expected. It was difficult at first, but gradually became fun. 

Compared with other students, I may seem shy and quiet, but compared with what I thought the actual situation would be, I was 
very active. Perhaps I was not the best group leader, but I certainly enjoyed this course thanks to the group members. Thank you 
so much, Group 3.

RIKAKO FURUYA Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University
There are two main positive experiences I had participating in the RSDC program. First, I could learn 

about the real situation of natural disasters in various countries. Learning in Japan often makes use of disaster 
cases of Japan. In this program, which has participants from various countries, I was able to deepen my 
understanding of natural disasters while considering the unique circumstances of each country.

The second relates to a new learning style in the COVID-19 pandemic situation. As my English skills are 
limited, I was worried before the start of this online program. However, I was able to learn a lot, inspired by 
the kindness and attitude of the group members. I experienced a new way of learning and interacting with 
overseas students and professors. I hope that the RSDC program will continue to improve and become a new 

model case of international learning. After the completion of the program, I would like to keep in touch with the members until 
the day when I can meet them in person.

FENG SHI Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University
While I was checking a list of courses, I discovered a very interesting summer intensive lecture program, 

the RSDC program. In this program, we were supposed to meet and participate in discussions in Kyoto, Japan, 
make presentations face to face, and go to Thailand for a practical component. However, we were unable do 
all the above due to the COVID-19 pandemic. It was still a very meaningful and valuable experience.

We introduced ourselves, discussed many issues patiently, such as the COVID-19 pandemic, geohazards 
such as landslides and earthquakes, water resources, and water-related disasters, and finally made presen-
tations together as a team. What I received during the half month is not only the knowledge provided by 
professors, but also friendships with other members in my group, who came from Japan and Indonesia.

I could see that everyone tried their best to think, communicate and make presentations, even though we could only do them 
online. All the efforts made by the professors and the progress made by the students made RSDC 2020 a success.

TANG ZHIYUAN Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University
During the MS1 phase of the program, a series of lectures followed by group discussion sessions were 

held covering COVID-19 and disaster prevention during this unique time. During this phase, we were able 
to confirm the fact that a comprehensive approach is required in order to cope with risk. Actually, one of the 
greatest things I learned through this program is that interdisciplinary work and contributions from many 
different cultures are key factors in the process of effective and efficient risk mitigation and management.

We received many lectures and held many group sessions. From them I learned by hearing the viewpoints 
of students from many different backgrounds and benefiting from the contributions.

In addition to the academic and in-class activities, this program also allowed us to increase our communi-
cation abilities, develop cultural exchange skills, explore different viewpoints, and make connections with people from different 
places. In that sense, we had an invaluable chance to develop not only friendships, but also professional and scientific networks.

KAZUKI NISHIMURA Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University
First, as part of the RSDC program, we participated in pre-orientation and were divided into groups. In each 

group, we discussed many things, such as culture, customs, preferences, and so on. This first activity was very 
meaningful and important for me because it really helped me get to know the group members and it was an 
opportunity to get along with them. As a result, we were able to proceed smoothly through the MS1 and AES 
phases of the program.

In the MS1 phase, we learned about the COVID-19 situation in various countries and discussed counter-
measures against unprecedented double disasters of the COVID-19 pandemic and natural calamities. This 
allowed us take notice of each country’s weak points and the importance of preparedness.

In the AES phase, each group discussed one theme, such as landslides, floods, flood risk mitigation plans, and earthquakes, 
and gave a presentation. Our group discussed an earthquake risk mitigation plan in a small developing nation, and considered 
measures based on preparedness.

Thanks to this program, I became much better at communicating in English and it was fun for me to chat with members in 
English. I also realized how important it is to express myself. The discussion would not have proceeded without members’ 
opinions and I was often asked my opinion. Overall, I am very pleased to have taken this program and strongly recommend it.
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<Contact Information>
Office for Promotion of the Inter-University Exchange Program
C1-2-155, Kyotodaigaku Katsura, Nishikyo-ku, Kyoto 615-8540, Japan
Email: contact@drc.t.kyoto-u.ac.jp
Phone: +81-75-383-3397~9
Fax: +81-75-383-3400
http://www.drc.t.kyoto-u.ac.jp/rsdc/

大学の世界展開力強化事業推進室
〒615-8540　京都市西京区京都大学桂C1-2 155号室

<Related Institutions>
Graduate School of Engineering
http://www.t.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en/
工学研究科
Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
http://www.ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp/english/
地球環境学堂・学舎
Graduate School of Management
http://www.gsm.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en/
経営管理大学院
Disaster Prevention Research Institute
http://www.dpri.kyoto-u.ac.jp/web_e/index_e.html
防災研究所

News 
English training for RSDC students

From June to July in 2020, the online training in English writing and speaking was conducted for the students who 
were taking the RSDC program. The purpose of the training was to enhance the ability of the students to commu-
nicate and prepare reports in English. All the RSDC students tackled their assignments diligently and successfully 
made use of what they had learned in the training while they participated in this year’s program.

The 30th IHP Training Course
The Water Resources Research Center of Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto University, jointly with 

the Institute for Space-Earth Environment Research of Nagoya University, facilitated the International Hydrological 
Programme (IHP) Training Course, a short-term training project of UNESCO IHP, from 1 to 10 December, 2020.

Events
RSDC Online Faculty Development Symposium

The 4th RSDC Online Faculty Development Symposium will be held on January, 9th, 2021. The symposium will 
review the contents of RSDC program of FY 2020, and also discuss how to conduct programs in future years. Around 
20 teaching staffs from five ASEAN Alliance Universities, Kansai University and Kyoto University are expected to 
participate.

News & EventsNews & Events
Closing session on August 10, 2020.

Online lecture by Prof. Yasuto Tachikawa on August 7, 2020. Presentation of the group work on August 10, 2020.


