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Report on the Internship Program of International Course
Michio Sanjou Associate Professor, Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University

The Undergraduate School of Global 
Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, Kyoto 
University, opened its international course 
in 2011. The course is a unique educational 
program in which all classes are given in 
English, from the undergraduate liberal arts 
program to the special civil engineering 
subjects. For eight years up to April 2018, 
the course accepted 71 international students 
from 16 countries. Developing countries 
in Southeast Asia and Africa have seen 

frequent natural disasters urgently requiring strong infrastructure. 
The program aims to nurture social leaders 
who can contribute to their home countries 
and the global society with the most 
advanced civil engineering knowledge and 
skills that they acquired in Japan.

The international course also accepts 
some Japanese students who major in 
Global Engineering. From the first-year 
class of the course, they have learned, 
together with international students, to be 
ready for active involvement on the global 
stage. The course is also characterized 
by the students’ rapid improvement of 
language skills and acquisition of the 
abilities for discussion and presentation 
through the course’s abundant hands-on 
experiences.

The course’s International Internship 
offers extramural training for about 
two weeks during the summer holiday. 
International students experience working 
at domestic companies to practice and 
apply the specialties acquired during class 
lectures. They can also have the opportunity 
to learn about the culture and climate of 
Japanese companies through business 
philosophies and project management 
approaches at their assigned workplaces 
and personal exchanges with employees. 
Such an opportunity is extremely beneficial 
to international students. Japanese students, 
on the other hand, can accumulate their 
practical experiences at the overseas bases 
of Japanese companies. This program 
is very meaningful to Japanese students 
who have a strong global mindset. The 
program also plays an important role in 
the Japanese students’ career planning, 
including their commitment to global 
activities. For six years from 2013 to 2018, 
the course dispatched 92 Japanese students 
overseas and about 90% of the students in 
the international course took this internship 
program.

Since 2017, the International Internship 
has been conducted in collaboration 
with the RSDC’s educational program 
for undergraduate students, “Programs 
combining intensive lectures with work 
experience at overseas companies”. The 
participants of the program are usually 
dispatched to Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, 
Thailand, and Myanmar. Participants 
directly learn Japanese leading-edge 
technologies at construction fields overseas 

and also experience some administrative work, such as process 
management and documentation, in real time by joining regular staff 
meetings. In 2018, the second year of the program, six students were 
dispatched in August and September, with five to Vietnam and one to 
Laos. Because this is an intensive course, the students joined the field 
trip to the Kasetsart University of Thailand.

We would like to extend our special thanks to the following 
companies for their cooperation in the 2018 International Internship 
Program (in random order): Shimizu Corporation, Obayashi 
Corporation, Kajima Corporation, Taisei Corporation, Toyo 
Construction, Maeda Corporation, Sumitomo Mitsui Construction, 
Toa Corporation, and Nix Co., Ltd.

At Wat Chai Watthana Ram Temple, Ayutthaya Province, August 28, 2018

At Drainage Project for Suvarnabhumi Airport, August 29, 2018

Activity Reports
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Report on the Summer Intensive Course at Kyoto University
Yasuto Tachikawa Professor, Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University

As part of Program 2 (a short-term 
international exchange program for master’s 
students), a summer intensive course on 
Disaster and Health Risk Management for 
Liveable Cities was conducted at Kyoto 
University (August 2–13), and 45 students 
from 11 countries attended. On August 3, 
the students visited NEWJEC Inc. and, 
through group work discussions, learned 
measures for coping with floods from 
various perspectives. A series of lectures 

began August 4, including a lecture by Prof. Mai Trong Nhuan of 
Vietnam National University, Hanoi, on the theme of climate change 
and its impact on Southeast Asia, and the students developed their 
understanding of natural disasters such as earthquakes, tsunamis, 
and floods, and necessary countermeasures and risk management 
practices. The lectures were conducted in the mornings and group 
work projects based on the lectures were held in the afternoons. 
This was an important opportunity for the short-term international 
students and the Japanese students to deepen their understanding of 
these issues and learn different ways of thinking through an exchange 
of opinions. Thanks to the Biwako River Office of Kinki Regional 
Development Bureau, Ministry of Land Infrastructure, Transportation 
and Tourism, the students visited the construction site of the Amagase 
Dam Redevelopment Project on August 7 and learned the construction 
techniques for adding a new outfall tunnel on site, along with the fact 
that a dam reservoir can be used more efficiently by improving its 
discharge function. Over the course of two weeks, which consisted 
of a one-day internship, fieldwork, a series of lectures, and group 
work in seven groups, the students were required to submit reports 
in English every day. In the end, the two-week course provided the 
students with not only knowledge from the lectures they attended 
but also improvement in their English communication skills and the 
opportunity to nurture overseas friendships.

One-day Internship at Newjec Inc., August 3, 2018

Group Presentation

Field Trip to Amagase Dam, August 7, 2018

Orientation at Kyoto Univ., August 2, 2018

Group Work

With Prof. Dr. Mai Trong Nhuan from VNU, August 4, 2018
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Report on the Summer Intensive Course in Thailand
Nao Otomo Program-Specific Assistant Professor to “International Program on Resilient Society Development under Changing Climate”
 Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University

After completing the Kyoto Program and 
refreshing themselves in their respective 
homelands, the students reunited at Kasetsart 
University in Bangkok on August 20 for the 
Thai Program (August 20–30). They attended 
lectures by teachers from Kyoto University, 
Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Kasetsart 
University, and Chulalongkorn University 
on topics such as natural disasters, georisk 
engineering, earthquakes, land subsidence, 

landslides, and floods, along with their preventive measures. On 
August 28 and 29, the students undertook one-day field trips to the 
suburbs of Bangkok. The details of these trips are as follows:
(1) August 28: AIT and Ayutthaya Province 

At AIT, the students attended a special lecture by Associate 
Professor Nakhorn Poovaroodom of the Faculty of Engineering of 
Thammasat University and learned about preservation of buildings 
in the world heritage site of Ayutthaya from the perspective of civil 
engineering. They were excited to learn about the latest techniques 
used to preserve historical architectures in Thailand. Afterwards, the 
students visited an office of the Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard 
Early Warning System (RIMES) situated on AIT campus. There, 
the students participated in a lecture on various disaster situations 
and early-warning systems in Asian and African countries and were 
introduced to the equipment used at RIMES, thus enjoying a great 
opportunity to consider disaster prevention from a global viewpoint.

Later, they visited the Chai Watthana Ram Temple in the historical 
district of Ayutthaya City and observed the preventive measures 

used against floods as well as measures to preserve the historical 
architectures firsthand. The old capital of Ayutthaya, which developed 
on river deltas, has a history of flood disasters since ancient times. 
The famous temple of Chai Watthana Ram is no exception to these 
disasters. Being situated on a riverside, it has suffered damages 
from floods almost every year. Although a scheduled visit to another 
temple was canceled because of a severe squall right after this visit, 
the students learned about the lives of people in Central Thailand, 
which have been closely connected with water for a long time.
(2) August 29: Chachoengsao and Samutprakan Provinces

The following day, the students traveled southward from Bangkok 
to the Gulf of Thailand and observed water control practices and 
the conditions of coastal erosion in the area. First, they visited 
the National Disaster Warning Center (NDWC) founded by the 
Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation (DDPM) of the 
Ministry of Interior, where they attended a lecture on early-warning 
systems in Thailand and learned about the activities of the NDWC 
on cutting-edge disaster prevention in the country. Next, they 
visited a drainage facility that provides an outlet for water from the 
Suvarnabhumi Airport area into the Gulf and attended a talk on the 
Suvarnabhumi Drainage Project from a person in charge of the project 
at the Royal Irrigation Department. In addition to getting a close look 
at the drainage canal that overpasses a national highway, they learned 
the importance of the drainage system in the Chao Phraya river basin 
considering urban expansion in the area.

Finally, the students observed coastal erosion along the Gulf of 
Thailand at the Hong Tong Temple, where the land extrudes into the 
sea because of coastal erosion. This was a great opportunity for the 
students to observe land subsidence and coastal erosion in the area as 
well as the manner in which people adapted to the situation.

The two one-day field trips provided the students with the valuable 
opportunity to understand how the people of Central Thailand have 
coexisted with the water of the Chao Phraya river flowing through the 
area and how they have been coping with the disasters caused by the river. 

Group Work

At AIT, August 28, 2018
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Trying to perform “English 
Rakugo” Group Presentation At Lake Biwa Museum

Avishek Shrestha Faculty of Engineering, Kasetsart University
In addition to the exceptional lectures from the professors, we presented our own ideas via group discussion, and 

this helped to build my confidence in putting forward my opinions. The most life-changing experience for me came 
from the inclusion of students from different countries. There were around 42 students from the nations of Japan, 
Thailand, Pakistan, Vietnam, Peru, Myanmar, Sudan, Taiwan, Indonesia and my own country, Nepal. This environment 
brought different experiences to the course from various corners of the world. We were divided into groups from the 
very beginning and had to work together in this group on various projects. I had a good time working with my team. It 
was a demonstration for me that teamwork is necessary everywhere and it helps to break down complex problems into 
simpler ones when there is a combined effort, as everyone puts their strengths on the table and this compensates for the 
weaknesses of each individual. This is not my first time working together with a team, but it is my first time working 

with people from different nationalities, showing respect for each other’s differences, and I loved it. This is one skill I was able to hone in this 
course and will use for the rest of my life.

Chen, Chung-Ting College of Engineering, National Cheng Kung University
This program also provided an opportunity for all of the students to build relationships with each other. I did not 

have many foreign friends before this program, but I met some friends in this program that I will not forget. They are so 
different from the people I’ve met in Taiwan. Each of them has their own unique personality. The thing I liked best was 
exchanging the experiences of different cultures. For example, the different religions, foods, ways of thinking in society, 
lifestyles, travel experiences, etc. Also, each student had knowledge of different areas of research. It was so interesting 
that we were able to discuss what we learned and to learn what each student does.

Tomomi Asahina Graduate School of Science and Engineering, Kansai University
The discussion with people from different backgrounds was very interesting. Also, the classes were a valuable 

opportunity to gain knowledge and experience on climate change and its impacts. My team members were from Sudan, 
Vietnam, Indonesia and Japan, and their majors include disaster preparedness mitigation and management, geological 
engineering, natural hazard mitigation and management, hydrology, seismology, and coastal engineering. I spent most 
of my time with this team through lessons and daily life. In the discussion, we were in charge of each other’s area of 
expertise and we all gained new knowledge from each other. Many students seemed to be using English every day in their 
laboratories, but we were confused many times due to differences in pronunciation and the use of different expressions. 
Through everyday exchanges, we were able to understand each other’s ideas eventually.

Waka Saeki Graduate School of Management, Kyoto University
I learned about the situations in many other countries from the people of many nationalities in the RSDC program. 

For example, summer vacation in Thailand is from May to July, and there are no coins in Myanmar. Moreover, I 
learned many new words and concepts. My major is management, so I didn’t know many important terms, for example 
“countermeasure,” and I didn’t know the importance of embankments and dams in reducing flood damage. I didn’t 
know about subsidence and landslides, either. Some countermeasures are related to particular policies (for instance, some 
countermeasures may be highly taxed), so I was surprised at the relationship between civil engineering and management. 
In addition, I found that I really enjoyed the RSDC program. I participated in many group discussions, presentations and 
assignments, so the days in this program were difficult. However, I learned many new things every day from the classes, 
discussions, presentations from other groups, and communication with my classmates. It was very interesting for me to 

learn new things. As a result, my time in the program was enjoyable.

Voices of the students attending the RSDC Program 2018
The comments below are excerpted from “Report on RSDC program 2018”.
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Lunch at AIT Canteen At Wat Chai Watthana Ram Temple, Ayutthaya ProvinceAt AIT

Vargas Tapia Ruben Rodrigo Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University
During the MS1 phase of the program (held in Kyoto), a series of lectures followed by group discussion sessions 

were held covering a wide range of topics related to disaster and health-risk management for cities. There was also 
a site visit related to some of these topics. During this phase, we were able to confirm the fact that a comprehensive 
approach is required in order to cope with risk. Actually, one of the greatest things I learned through this program is 
that interdisciplinary work and contributions from many different cultures are key factors in the process of effective and 
efficient risk mitigation and management. This I learned by hearing the viewpoints and benefiting from the contributions 
of students from many different backgrounds. In addition to the academic and in-class activities, this program also 
allowed us to increase our communication capabilities, develop cultural exchange skills, explore different viewpoints, 
and make connections with people from many different places. In that sense, we had an invaluable chance to develop not 

only friendly relationships, but also professional and scientific networks.

Suu Malar Win Department of Civil Engineering, Mandalay Technological University
At Yoshida Campus, Kyoto University, we attended many lectures from different professors. RSDC is the International 

Program on Resilient Society Development under Changing Climate, and therefore the subjects we learned are related 
to climate change phenomena and disaster management. This includes adaptation and mitigation countermeasures for 
different types of natural disasters. I found every subject very interesting and very useful. All of the professors were 
excellent and their lessons were very useful to me. Since Japan is a disaster-prone country, with many earthquakes and 
storms in particular, most of the lectures there were related to earthquakes and tsunamis, but in Bangkok we learned about 
other types of natural disasters. All of the lectures in Kyoto and Bangkok were very useful for our future research. Since 
we are engineering students, the role of natural disasters must be taken into account in whatever we build.

Tomoki Gondai Graduate Scholl of Engineering, Kyoto University
In the classes, we looked at many case histories and countermeasures for various hazards not only in Japan but also in 

other Asian countries. The lectures were very interesting because they contained real experiences and practical information 
and we were able to check our understanding through group discussion and presentations. In the group work, at first I had 
thought that the foreign students would want to take the leadership, but this wasn’t the case in our group. They were the 
same in this sense as the typical Japanese. I therefore intentionally tried to understand their ideas and ask them questions. 
In Japan, I rarely take this kind of a leadership role, but I realized that anyone can be a leader if he or she is proactive. The 
activeness and quality of discussions differ quite a lot with and without a leader or discussion manager. I came to want 
to take a positive leadership role, and I think this will be one of the main skills I will try to employ in my career after I 
graduate from Kyoto University. 

Myat Chit Su Department of Civil Engineering, Yangon Technological University
I gained valuable knowledge on countermeasures taken in developed countries like Japan, especially the early warning 

systems and evacuation processes. I am more aware of and have greater understanding of natural disasters and the role 
of engineers in taking countermeasures. My country Myanmar is very vulnerable to natural disasters (ranked 2nd most 
vulnerable globally), having a risk of earthquakes, floods, landslides and cyclones. As I am doing my master’s degree 
in structural engineering and I aim to be a structural engineer, it is my responsibility to consider the potential risks of 
natural disasters at the proposed sites and provide safe and ecofriendly structural design. This program has brought my 
consideration of safety to the next level. I am willing to share knowledge on disasters and promote safety in infrastructure, 
especially buildings. Moreover, I realized that having a variety of views plays a vital role in developing resilient societies 
under changing climate. I will consider as many different aspects related to climate change as possible since every human 

being deserves to be safe.
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At office of Drainage Project for 
Suvarnabhumi Airport At Wat Hong thong Temple See you again! at the Airport

Dang Minh Quan Faculty of Geology, VNU University of Science, Vietnam National University, Hanoi
In the RSDC program I acquired an overview of disasters in Asian countries from experienced professors and 

international students with diverse backgrounds. I worked with a group in every lesson and I was deeply impressed 
with the method of discussion. Each person has an assigned mission and individual opinions are collected after each 
person works alone. In the next step, all members discuss their ideas. In this way, all ideas are collected fully and 
efficiently. My skills in teamwork improved dramatically, which will be very useful in my career. Additionally, this course 
includes a field trip, which imparts a deeper understanding and gives a chance to witness real-world applications of the 
lectures. This field experience broadened my mind on disaster-prevention construction projects that can be applied to 
the conditions in Vietnam. In addition to the academic knowledge and local culinary and cultural experiences, I gained 
some incredible friendships from RSDC. Talented students from Japan, Thailand, Myanmar, Taiwan and Indonesia, with 

diverse backgrounds, different cultures, and high self-respect, learned how to work together and created unforgettable moments during the 
short time of this program.

Ayunda Gading Mahayu Faculty of Engineering, Brawijaya University
By joining the RSDC program I gained a different and extraordinary experience. In the end it will make me see the 

world with a wider perspective. I realize that life is not only about the country where I live, but that there are many 
countries that I can visit and gain valuable knowledge and lessons. The language skills, knowledge, hard work and 
discipline have given me a big change in my point of view and made me want to be a better person in the future. This 
experience will also be valuable when I apply for work in Indonesia because these are qualities that many companies and 
agencies look for. After this I can work in various fields and in strategic positions in various local and foreign companies 
in Indonesia and can also continue my doctoral education at Kyoto University.

Nantawoot Inseeyong Faculty of Engineering, Chulalongkorn University
In August, I had the chance to participate in the RSDC program. In this program, I traveled to Kyoto University, Japan, 

and Kasetsart University, Thailand, to learn about disaster management. The course in Kyoto was mainly about water 
resource management, which I am researching for a master’s degree at Chulalongkorn University. Before I joined this 
program, I only knew about water resource engineering, but in this program I’ve learned more about disaster management 
and can now combine water resource management with disaster management. Moreover, I found that almost all of the 
disasters that have occurred in Thailand are related to water resources. These include floods, droughts and landslides. 
Therefore, if I only know about water resources but not about disasters, I will not be able to solve these problems. 
Moreover, there are some disasters that haven’t occurred frequently in Thailand to a severe extent, such as tsunamis and 
earthquakes. Since Japan has had many of these kinds of disasters, they can teach us more about them.

Mahmoud Ali Mohammed Fadl Allah
School of Environment, Resources and Development-School of Engineering and Technology, Asian Institute of Technology

Things went beyond my expectations!!!
As the title above says, I can frankly say that this course is the most impressive I’ve ever taken. It was well organized, 

achieved its purpose, and everything went as planned for both the Kyoto and Kasetsart portions. I thank all those involved 
in the preparations. The lessons completely filled a gap in my experience and knowledge that I was wanting to be filled. 
Although I’m not an engineer by background, disaster science is a collaborative and multi-stakeholder field where all 
concerned disciplines should be involved in saving human lives. The course used a variety of modern tools and mixed 
methods to help students gain an understanding of the materials given. The group discussions and field visits, including the 
internship, were excellent ways to provide and share diverse experiences. At the same time, the course taught the students 
to be innovative in the future. Innovation is very important not only to the goal of providing solutions to complicated 

matters using new or existing technologies, but also to sustain development achievements and contribute to minimizing loss.
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<Contact Information>
Office for Promotion of the Re-Inventing Japan Project
C1-2-155, Kyotodaigaku Katsura, Nishikyo-ku, Kyoto 615-8540, Japan
Email: contact@drc.t.kyoto-u.ac.jp
Phone: +81-75-383-3397~9
Fax: +81-75-383-3400
http://www.drc.t.kyoto-u.ac.jp/rsdc/

大学の世界展開力強化事業推進室
〒615-8540　京都市西京区京都大学桂C1-2 155号室

<Related Institutions>
Graduate School of Engineering
http://www.t.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en/
工学研究科
Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
http://www.ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp/english/
地球環境学堂・学舎
Graduate School of Management
http://www.gsm.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en/
経営管理大学院
Disaster Prevention Research Institute
http://www.dpri.kyoto-u.ac.jp/web_e/index_e.html
防災研究所

News
English training for RSDC students

From June to July in 2018, training in English writing 
and speaking was conducted for Japanese students who 
were taking the RSDC program. The purpose of the 
training was to enhance the ability of the students to 
communicate and prepare reports in English. All the 
RSDC students tackled their assignments diligently and 
successfully made use of what they had learned in the 
training while they participated in this year’s program.

Program 1 of RSDC Program
From August to September in 2018, the program 1 

of RSDC program (Overseas internship program for 
undergraduate students) was conducted in Vietnam and 
Laos. The reports of the students will be reported in the 
RSDC Newsletter Vol. 4.

Program 4 of RSDC Program
 A Collaborative Student Guidance Program was held as Program 4 of the RSDC Program from 11 to 21 November, 

2018. One doctoral student from the Mandalay Technological University (Myanmar) joined this year.

Events
The 28th IHP Training Course

The Water Resources Research Center of Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto University, jointly with 
the Hydrospheric Atmospheric Research Center, Nagoya University, will facilitate the International Hydrological 
Programme (IHP) Training Course, a short-term training project of UNESCO IHP, from 28 November to 7 December, 
2018. With the support from the RSDC program, two doctoral students and one master’s student from the Yangon 
Technological University (Myanmar), and one master’s student from the Institute of Technology of Cambodia 
(Cambodia) will join the course.

RSDC FD Symposium in Bangkok, Thailand
 The 2nd RSDC Faculty Development Symposium will be held in Bangkok, Thailand in the begining of March, 

2019. The symposium will review the contents of RSDC program of FY 2018, and also discuss how to conduct 
programs in future years. Around 30 teaching staffs from eight Asian alliance universities, Kansai University and 
Kyoto University are expected to participate.

English Training Class

News & Events


